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SUBJECT: SHIPPING DISCRIMINATION: FLAG PREFERENCE AND PD 894 

REP: MANILA 13279 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO INQUIRY DURING A CALL ON OTHER MATTERS, 

NEDA DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL MANNY ALBA TOLD EMOBFF 
AUGUST 25 THAT INTERAGENCY CONSIDERATION OF THE PROPOSED 
AMENDMENTS TO PD 894 HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND THE PROPOSALS 
ARE NOW BEPORE THE PRESIDENT. ALBA WOULD NOT SPECULATE 
WHEN OR IF THEY WOULD COME OUT OF THE PALACE. HE DID 

SAY THAT THE VERSION THE "TECHNICAL PEOPLE" SENT TO THE 
PRESIDENT WAS A "SOMEWHAT SOFTENED" VERSION OF THE 
ORIGINAL PD 894. 

2. WITH THIS LATEST INQUIRY WE HAVE INDICATED CLEARLY TO 
FOUR GOP AGENCIES THAT WE ARE CONCERNED OVER GOP SHIPPING 
DISCRIMINATION AND WE ARE WATCHING THE SITUATION CAREPULLY. 
WE WILL HAVE TO WAIT AND SEE WHETHER THE DUST WILL RISE AGAIN. 
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